A Fashionista’s Diary: Svetlana Hunt on Style and
Trends
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In the field of fashion there are
recognized ongoing timeless names that
represent the very highest form of
style, like the ‘Gucci Loafer’ or the
‘Hermes Scarf.

And there are also designers who have
that zame sense of timelessness, a senze
of style that leaves the rest of us
wondering how we can have just a tiny
part of what comes easily to others.

And it comes easily to Svetlana Hunt,

: i3 s an LA-based designer who has a track
I‘ECi}I‘Ii fﬂr being at the Ieadmg edge of fashion trends. Her history includes a life of travel
and inspiration that resulted in innovative new designs for a woman who would like to be
modern, simple, voung and vet elegant.

Svetlana was born in Russia and left as a child in 197g tolive in Europe. As a young girl
she started designing cool T-shirts for herself and her friends. When her family couldn’t
find anv fashionable clothes for plus-size women, she created a line of hand-beaded gowns
which she imported into Russia.

Svetlana moved to London and discovered a line of exclusive professional cosmetics that
was unknown in Russia. She soon was importing 4 lines of British brands for the women’s
market, and in 3 vears had over 1,000 retailers selling her products. With her intuitive
sense of style and the needs of women, Svetlana had become an internationall y-recognized
stvle guru before the age of 30.

Life took Svetlana to the glamour capitol of the world, Los Angeles, where she didn’'t waste
any time. She had an inspiration to create a unique jeweled bathing suit line that would be
wearable both in the bedroom or outdoors, easily going ‘from bed to beach,’ as she puts it.
‘For me, it is not so much about business as it is about the creativity,’ she says. ‘It's usually
something that doesn’t vet exist.’ Sourcing jewelry for her new designs, Svetlana found a
Dubai-based manufacturer owned by an Indian princess who made an offer for the original
design concept. She sold the idea and moved on, before she even cashed the check!

‘Sometimes I just feel like designing something for myself. Ilove
fashion, but it should not rule you,’ she says. My designs are about
complementing the woman and not hiding her behind overpowering
colors and ornaments. I had an idea for a line of simple, high quality
clothes in subtle colours that would be suited to women who wanted a
stvlish evervday wardrobe that they could mix and match, something
very chic with an understated elegance.’

Quickly formalizing her ideas, Svetlana created a small line and called it Sam & Mandy,
with a tongue in cheek S&M logoe and the slogan ‘For the Girl Who Has Everything, But
Wants More.’ *Quality and finishing are the most important aspects to me, in everything.
These are not mass preduction items,’ Svetlana says. ‘My designs are created first of all for
me, and are a way for women to enjoy a little of my inspiration, which is all abouta
woman who is strong, confident, feels good about herself and yet is still very sexy and
feminine.’

Svetlana’s latest project is line of patented garment storage system called Le Moth Fix
designed to organize and protect fine fabrics like cashmere and silk. A unique case made
out of light, sheer fabric is treated with organic lavender to repel moths and has a labeling
space for easy stacking and identification, an elegant and effective alternative to the bulky
plastic storage bags found at typical organizer stores.

With s0 many ideas to her credit, I asked Svetlana what was next. She answered with a
sparkle in her eye. ‘Thave always been fascinated with cooking,’ she says. ‘I feel the
happiest in the kitchen. Let’s see...]
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